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Baby Elephant lived in the wild with his two sisters 
and his mother. Their surroundings were peaceful 
and picturesque even when the rain fell. Their 
home had a lot to offer from its rivers and drinkable 
water holes to its shrubs and green trees for food, 
shade and scratching their backs on. 

Animals from far and wide heard about this great 
spot and relocated. Soon after, there were too 
many animals sharing the same land space. Food, 
shade and privacy became hard to find, so Mother 
Elephant would often think about leaving with her 
family to a quieter haven.



One early morning, before sunrise, there was a loud boom. 
It sounded like the earth cracked in half. The dark sky was 
lit up by lightening, the wind rushed across the lands and 
the streaking rain was pulled with it. Storm was back and 
more fierce than before.

Baby Elephant and his sisters ran for shelter under their 
mother’s ears and hoped that Storm would calm down. 
They were terrified. Mother Elephant thought this would 
worsen their food supply.





A large black bird was sitting in a tree above the elephants. Black 
Bird said to the elephants, “I know a place where Storm does not 
go. Follow me”, and he flew off.

Mother Elephant and her children ran after Black Bird. A herd 
of animals just ahead of them had already started leaving and they 
were following another large black bird.





The animals arrived at an overflowing river. It looked violent and 
they were afraid to cross it, but they didn’t have a choice. Hippos 
popped up on the surface of the water and offered to help the small 
animals across. 

The gazelles bounced from one hippo back to another. The blue 
cranes followed. The elephants were unfortunately too heavy to step 
on the backs of the hippos, so they had to cross without any help. 



Mother led the way followed by her children. They were crossing 
tail-in-trunk. Baby Elephant and his sisters had very short legs 
so they struggled to stand in deep waters. Suddenly, crocodiles 
emerged from underwater and locked their jaw onto Mother’s 
feet. Her children let go of Mother’s tail. “HELP!” they shouted, 
as the currents pulled them away from the other animals. 



Baby Elephant woke up from a deep sleep and looked around him. 
He and his sisters were lying on the edge of a bank with a monkey, 
snake, leopard and sloth leaning over them. He rubbed his eyes and 
made sure he was not dreaming. Sure enough, they were lost in an 
unknown forest. 

Snake said to the elephants, “You traveled a long water down the 
river. You were washed up onto the banks here when the Black 
Birds came after you and tied you together. When we saw this, we 
called all the forest animals to come help save you.” 

“I thought it was just a bad nightmare,” said Baby Elephant rubbing 
his head, “but we really were led astray by Black Bird. We have to 
find Mother immediately. I hope the crocodiles didn’t catch her.”
“Leopard will show you the way out”, said Monkey, “First, take this 
food and water. You will feel better.”

The elephants ate and drank and Sloth put Band-Aids on the 
elephants’ injuries. He was very slow. When Sloth finished, the 
Leopard led them out the forest. The three elephants were grateful 
to see the savannah again and thanked Leopard before leaving.





The faraway sun was sinking into the ground and Baby Elephant’s 
feet were hurting. They stopped to rest. 

A couple meerkats from the area popped their heads up when they 
saw three wandering elephants. They called to their friends who 
came out from their homes. Suddenly, there was a gang of meerkats 
trying to chase the elephants away from their homes. The elephants 
could not understand the meerkats’ barking, but they knew they 
were unwelcome. 





The elephants were sitting under a tree, listening to the sounds of 
the different animal calls. The night was still. They heard a rustling 
in the tree above them. It was another black bird, but this one 
looked smaller.

The small black bird chirped, “Baby Elephant, when your mother 
lost you, she sent me to search for you and give you a message.” Baby 
Elephant read the note: Follow the sun until you reach your safe 
destination, Nomvula. The small black bird flew away before Baby 
Elephant could ask if his mom survived the crocodiles. 





Baby Elephant and his sisters awoke with the sun and started following it. When the sun 
was directly overhead, Baby Elephant spotted a large group of animals of every kind in 
an enclosed, protected space. It was not Nomvula, but the animals looked friendly. Baby 
Elephant and his sisters hurried over.





At the entranceway, a mole welcomed the elephants in, 
and then from the herd of animals, a large elephant ran 
towards Baby Elephant. It was Mother Elephant. He 
and his sisters were overwhelmed with happiness. They 
told their mom all about their journey, the kind snake, the 
helpful leopard, the unfriendly meerkats, and the small 
black bird who told them to follow the sun to Nomvula. 
Mother said, “I’m so pleased you received the message. 
We are all on our way to Nomvula now.” 

Mole rounded up the herds and led them to Nomvula. 









Mother Elephant pointed to the sun on the 
horizon. Right in the middle of the bright, orange 
ball that they had been following was Nomvula.



The animals lined up to cross over to the new territory. A warthog who 
was sitting in a wheelchair asked Mother, “Where have you come from?”

“We came from where the sun rose, Sir”, said Mother Elephant.

“What brings you here?”

“There is plenty food and good climate here”, said Mother Elephant.

“You’re right about that,” said the Warthog, “Welcome to Nomvula.”



Baby Elephant was happy in his new home. He 
looked across at the rich colours of nature and the 
endless supply of food and water. There was surely 
enough for all the days left on earth. He thought 
to himself, we don’t need any more Rain or Storm. 
It will only mean we have to leave again. And with 
that he looked to the heavens and told Rain and 
Storm to never return. 









Since World War II, we have not lived in a time such 
at this where there are so many people on the move 
fleeing from war, famine and other uncertainties. 
Never before have we experienced health crises, which 
burden - or worse - take the lives of children, women 
and men all over the world. And never have we felt 
the effects of global warming as we have with record 
high temperatures, rising water levels and a change 
in plant and animal behaviour. The only certainty on 
this planet is that we all need to understand what 
exactly needs to change, and then work together to 
tackle these problems to achieve the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG). 

n this book, Nomvula, we meet Baby Elephant and his family who face 
the consequences of overpopulation, famine and extreme weather 
conditions. They are faced with a difficult choice: Do they leave or do they 

stay? Leaving behind the only home they have ever known, Baby Elephant 
and his family cross borders, fearing the unknown. It is not easy to go and 
it proves to be an even harder experience than they had wished for. Come 
journey with Baby Elephant and discover some of the challenges that many 
migrants face when choosing to relocate.

It’s time to change the way we think, the way we communicate, and the way we 
work, so that our approach is universal, leaving no one behind. It is important 
to remember that while this book highlights only one SDG, they all work 
together and cannot be separated in our efforts. Let’s join forces because we 
only have one chance to create a safer, friendlier and healthier world.  
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